
THE BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS MOVEMENT EDUCATION PROGRAMME

Objectives of the BCM education programme
• To engender social cohesion, tolerance and understanding of the history of the struggle;
• To promote reconciliation

CURRICULUMS LINKS
Grade 10-12 History Curriculum.

ORGANIZATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH BCM.
SASO – South African Student Organisation
AZAPO - Azanian’s People Organisation
AZACTU – Azanian Congress of Trade Unions
AZASM - Azanian Student Movement
SASM - South African Student Movement
BPC – Black People’s Convention
AZAYO – Azanian Youth Organisation
Imbeleko – Azapo Women’s wing
AZASCO – Azanian Students Convention
BCMA – Black Consciousness Movement of Azania
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Black Consciousness Movement Timeline (by SAHO)
YEAR ACTION
1966  Steve Biko attends the annual Nusas Congress as an observer. He impresses the Nusas leadership enormously and  
ꢀ ꢀ isꢀconsideredꢀforꢀgroomingꢀtoꢀbecomeꢀtheꢀfirstꢀblackꢀpresidentꢀofꢀNusas,ꢀandꢀinvitedꢀtoꢀaꢀNusasꢀleadershipꢀtrainingꢀꢀ ꢀ
  seminar.  John Vorster becomes prime minister and vows to curb the activities of Nusas.
1968ꢀꢀ AtꢀtheꢀAnnualꢀNusasꢀCongress,ꢀSteveꢀBikoꢀandꢀsomeꢀofꢀhisꢀfellowꢀmedicalꢀstudentsꢀbeginꢀtoꢀdrawꢀblackꢀstudentsꢀintoꢀ 
  a candid discussion on their second-class role within the union.  From analysing the Nusas experience from this   
ꢀ ꢀ group,ꢀSteveꢀBikoꢀfindsꢀanꢀencouragingꢀreceptivenessꢀtoꢀhisꢀideaꢀofꢀanꢀall-Blackꢀorganisation.ꢀTheꢀnameꢀSouthꢀAfricanꢀ 
  Students’ Organisation (Saso) is chosen and plans are laid for a formal inaugural conference.
1969ꢀꢀ TheꢀconstitutionꢀofꢀtheꢀSouthꢀAfricanꢀStudents’ꢀOrganisationꢀ(Saso)ꢀisꢀadoptedꢀatꢀtheꢀinauguralꢀconferenceꢀandꢀSteveꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ Bikoꢀisꢀelectedꢀpresident.ꢀOtherꢀleadingꢀpartyꢀmembersꢀinclude:ꢀBarneyꢀPityana,HarryꢀNengwekhulu,ꢀHendrickꢀMusi,ꢀꢀꢀ
ꢀ ꢀ PetrusꢀMachaka,ꢀMananaꢀKgware,ꢀAubreyꢀMokoape,ꢀJꢀGoolamꢀandꢀStriniꢀMoodley.ꢀThoughꢀtheꢀnewꢀorganisationꢀisꢀꢀ ꢀ
ꢀ ꢀ committedꢀtoꢀaꢀphilosophyꢀofꢀBlackꢀConsciousness,ꢀitꢀdoesꢀnotꢀrejectꢀtheꢀliberalismꢀofꢀNusasꢀrightꢀaway.
1970ꢀꢀ Theꢀ termꢀ ’blackꢀ consciousness’ꢀ entersꢀ Sasoꢀ discourse,ꢀ andꢀ inꢀ Julyꢀ 1971ꢀ isꢀ setꢀ outꢀ forꢀ theꢀ firstꢀ timeꢀ inꢀ Saso’sꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ PolicyꢀManifestoꢀasꢀfollows:
ꢀ ꢀ i)ꢀ“BLACKꢀCONSCIOUSNESS”ꢀisꢀanꢀattitudeꢀofꢀmind,ꢀaꢀwayꢀofꢀlife;
ꢀ ꢀ ii)ꢀTheꢀbasicꢀtenetꢀofꢀBlackꢀConsciousnessꢀisꢀthatꢀtheꢀBlackmanꢀmustꢀrejectꢀallꢀvalueꢀsystemsꢀthatꢀseekꢀtoꢀmakeꢀhimꢀaꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ ꢀꢀꢀꢀforeignerꢀinꢀtheꢀcountryꢀofꢀhisꢀbirthꢀandꢀreduceꢀhisꢀbasicꢀdignity;
ꢀ ꢀ iii)ꢀTheꢀBlackmanꢀmustꢀbuildꢀupꢀhisꢀownꢀvalueꢀsystems,ꢀseeꢀhimselfꢀasꢀself-definedꢀandꢀnotꢀasꢀdefinedꢀbyꢀꢀ  
ꢀ ꢀ ꢀ ꢀ ꢀ ꢀ ꢀ ꢀ ꢀ others.”ꢀ Mosibudiꢀ Mangenaꢀ enrolsꢀ asꢀ aꢀ studentꢀ atꢀ Ngoye,ꢀ andꢀ isꢀ exposedꢀ toꢀ Sasoꢀ ideasꢀ throughꢀ speechesꢀꢀꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ ꢀꢀꢀꢀꢀbyꢀSteveꢀBiko,ꢀBarneyꢀPityanaꢀandꢀHarryꢀNengwekhulu.
1971  South African Students’ Organisation (Saso) helps launch Black Community Programmes (BCP).  Strini      
ꢀ ꢀ MoodleyꢀandꢀSathsꢀCooper,ꢀmembersꢀofꢀtheꢀNatalꢀIndianꢀCongressꢀ(NIC)ꢀurgeꢀotherꢀIndianꢀactivistsꢀtoꢀembraceꢀtheꢀꢀ ꢀ
  Black Consciousness ideology.
1972ꢀꢀ Theꢀ Studyꢀ Projectꢀ onꢀ Christianityꢀ inꢀ Apartheidꢀ Societyꢀ (Spro-cas)ꢀ ,ꢀ withꢀ moneyꢀ raisedꢀ byꢀ Beyersꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ Naudéꢀ fromꢀ Europeanꢀ churches,ꢀ launchesꢀ Blackꢀ Communityꢀ Programmesꢀ (BCP),ꢀ withꢀ Benꢀ Khoapaꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ asꢀ director.ꢀ ꢀ Southꢀ Africanꢀ Students’ꢀ Movementꢀ (Sasm)ꢀ launched,ꢀ aꢀ highꢀ school-basedꢀ youthꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ organisation.ꢀ Onkgopotseꢀ Abramꢀ Tiroꢀ isꢀ expelledꢀ fromꢀ Turfloop,ꢀ sparkingꢀ aꢀ studentꢀ boycottꢀ ofꢀ 
  lectures the next day.
1973ꢀꢀ Theꢀ Blackꢀ People’sꢀ Conventionꢀ (BPC)ꢀ declaresꢀ itsꢀ supportꢀ forꢀ theꢀ Durbanꢀ strikers.ꢀ ꢀ Eightꢀ BCꢀ leadersꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ banned:ꢀ Steveꢀ Biko,ꢀ Barneyꢀ Pityana,ꢀ Harryꢀ Nengwekhulu,ꢀ Jerryꢀ Modisane,ꢀ Striniꢀ Moodleyꢀ (thenꢀ Sasoꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ presidentꢀ andꢀ publicationsꢀ director),ꢀ Drakeꢀ Kokaꢀ andꢀ Sathsꢀ Cooperꢀ ofꢀ BPC,ꢀ andꢀ Bokweꢀ Mafuna,ꢀ whoseꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ banningꢀ scuttlesꢀ theꢀ birthꢀ ofꢀ theꢀ BWC.ꢀ Henryꢀ Isaacs,ꢀ aꢀ lawꢀ studentꢀ atꢀ UWC,ꢀ becomesꢀ actingꢀ presidentꢀ ofꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ Saso,ꢀ Tiroꢀ becomesꢀ permanentꢀ organiserꢀ andꢀ Benꢀ Langaꢀ replacesꢀ Pityanaꢀ asꢀ secretaryꢀ general.ꢀ Bikoꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ continuesꢀasꢀaꢀfieldꢀofficerꢀofꢀBCP,ꢀbutꢀmovesꢀtoꢀKingꢀWilliam’sꢀTownꢀbecauseꢀofꢀhisꢀbanningꢀorder
1974ꢀꢀ Balekaꢀ Kgositsileꢀ isꢀ activeꢀ inꢀ theꢀ Blackꢀ Consciousnessꢀ Movementꢀ asꢀ wellꢀ asꢀ theꢀ ANCꢀ underground.ꢀꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ OnkgopotseꢀTiroꢀisꢀkilledꢀbyꢀaꢀparcelꢀbomb.
1975ꢀꢀ Amongstꢀ theꢀ thirteenꢀ activistsꢀ wereꢀ (Sathsꢀ Cooperꢀ ,ꢀ Muntuꢀ Myeza,ꢀ Mꢀ Lekota,ꢀ Aubreyꢀ Mokoape,ꢀ Nkwenkweꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ Nkomo,ꢀ Pandelaniꢀ Nefolovhodwe,ꢀ Kaboroneꢀ Define,ꢀ Zithuleleꢀ Cindiꢀ andꢀ Striniꢀ Moodleyꢀ )ꢀ whoꢀ organisedꢀ theꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ Vivaꢀ Frelimoꢀ rallies,ꢀ allꢀ inꢀ detention,ꢀ areꢀ chargedꢀ withꢀ offensesꢀ underꢀ theꢀ Terrorismꢀ Act.ꢀ Eventuallyꢀ onlyꢀ nineꢀ 
  are charged after state witnesses leave the country.
1976ꢀꢀ Steveꢀ Bikoꢀ testifiesꢀ forꢀ fiveꢀ daysꢀ atꢀ theꢀ Sasoꢀ Nineꢀ trial,ꢀ turningꢀ theꢀ trialꢀ intoꢀ anꢀ openꢀ “seminarꢀ onꢀ theꢀ history,ꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ aimsꢀ andꢀ principlesꢀ ofꢀ Blackꢀ Consciousness”.ꢀ ꢀ Representativesꢀ fromꢀ Sowetoꢀ schoolsꢀ meetꢀ atꢀ theꢀ Nalediꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ branchꢀ ofꢀ SASM,ꢀ andꢀ decideꢀ toꢀ protestꢀ onꢀ 16ꢀ June.ꢀ ꢀ Theꢀ Sowetoꢀ Uprisingsꢀ beginꢀ withꢀ aboutꢀ 20ꢀ 000ꢀ studentsꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ marchingꢀ inꢀ protestꢀ againstꢀ theꢀ newꢀ languageꢀ decreeꢀ andꢀ theꢀ Bantuꢀ Educationꢀ system.ꢀ Theꢀ marchꢀ turnsꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ violentꢀ withꢀ manyꢀ studentsꢀ beingꢀ killedꢀ byꢀ theꢀ Southꢀ Africanꢀ Policeꢀ (SAP).ꢀ Theꢀ uprisingꢀ spreadsꢀ countrywide,ꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ andꢀ itꢀ isꢀ believedꢀ thatꢀ theꢀ Blackꢀ Consciousnessꢀ movementꢀ contributedꢀ significantlyꢀ toꢀ theꢀ fermentꢀ behindꢀ theꢀ 
  uprising.
1977ꢀꢀ Inꢀ aꢀ ‘Declarationꢀ ofꢀ Commitment’ꢀ theꢀ SAꢀ Catholicꢀ Bishops’ꢀ Conferenceꢀ statesꢀ itꢀ willꢀ promoteꢀ Blackꢀ 
  Consciousness in solidarity with all those who work for the legitimate aspirations of oppressed people.
ꢀ ꢀ StevenꢀBiko,ꢀ formerꢀ Sasoꢀ leader,ꢀ releasedꢀ onꢀ 30ꢀNovemberꢀ 1976ꢀ afterꢀ temporaryꢀ detentionꢀ underꢀ securityꢀ laws,ꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ isꢀ re-arrested.ꢀ Itꢀ isꢀ announcedꢀ thatꢀ Securityꢀ Policeꢀ haveꢀ arrestedꢀ theꢀ leaderꢀ ofꢀ theꢀ Sowetoꢀ Students’ꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ Representativeꢀ Councilꢀ (SSRC),ꢀ Danꢀ S.ꢀ Montsitsiꢀ inꢀ connectionꢀ withꢀ plansꢀ toꢀ commemorateꢀ theꢀ Sowetoꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ uprisings.ꢀ Fourꢀ whiteꢀ studentsꢀ areꢀ alsoꢀ arrested.ꢀ ꢀ September,ꢀ Steveꢀ Bikoꢀ diesꢀ inꢀ detention,ꢀ theꢀ 10thꢀ inꢀ aꢀ year,ꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ inꢀ Pretoriaꢀ afterꢀ beingꢀ torturedꢀ andꢀ beatenꢀ byꢀ securityꢀ police.ꢀ Balekaꢀ Kgositsileꢀ goesꢀ toꢀ Tanzaniaꢀ andꢀ becomesꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ theꢀ firstꢀ secretaryꢀ ofꢀ theꢀ regionalꢀ Women’sꢀ Sectionꢀ ofꢀ theꢀ ANC.ꢀ Winnieꢀ Mandelaꢀ isꢀ banishedꢀ toꢀ Brandfortꢀ inꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ theꢀ Orangeꢀ Freeꢀ State.ꢀ Mamphelaꢀ Rampheleꢀ isꢀ banishedꢀ toꢀ ruralꢀ Northernꢀ Transvaalꢀ whereꢀ sheꢀ formsꢀ theꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ Isuthengꢀ Communityꢀ Healthꢀ Programme.ꢀ 25ꢀ September,ꢀ Stevenꢀ Biko’sꢀ funeralꢀ inꢀ Kingꢀ William’sꢀ Townꢀ isꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ attendedꢀbyꢀsomeꢀ15,000ꢀpeople.ꢀTwelveꢀWesternꢀdiplomatsꢀareꢀpresent,ꢀincludingꢀtheꢀAmericanꢀAmbassador.
ꢀ ꢀ Onꢀ 19ꢀ Octoberꢀ 1977ꢀ theꢀ Blackꢀ Consciousnessꢀ Movementꢀ (BCM)ꢀ andꢀ relatedꢀ organisationsꢀ wasꢀ bannedꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ suchꢀ asꢀ SASO,ꢀ BPC,ꢀ Blackꢀ Womenꢀ Federation,ꢀ Borderꢀ Youthꢀ Organisation,ꢀ Blackꢀ Parentsꢀ Associationꢀ &ꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ NationalꢀAssociationꢀofꢀYouthꢀOrganisation.ꢀTheꢀdayꢀisꢀbecameꢀknownꢀasꢀ“BlackꢀWednesday”.
1978ꢀꢀ Fromꢀ 1978,ꢀ BCMꢀ politicalꢀ activistsꢀ fromꢀ theseꢀ variousꢀ BCMꢀ organisationsꢀ inꢀ theꢀ countryꢀ wereꢀ releasedꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ fromꢀ detention,ꢀ notablyꢀ Lybonꢀ Mabasaꢀ andꢀ Ishmaelꢀ Mkhabela.ꢀ Theyꢀ wereꢀ joinedꢀ byꢀ Itumelengꢀ Mosala,ꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ Nchaupeꢀ Mokoape,ꢀ Mosibudiꢀ Mangena,ꢀ Sathsꢀ Cooper,ꢀ Striniꢀ Moodley,ꢀ Muntuꢀ Myezaꢀ andꢀ Pandelaniꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ Nefolovhodwe.ꢀ Theyꢀ beganꢀ workingꢀ towardsꢀ theꢀ formationꢀ ofꢀ aꢀ newꢀ politicalꢀ organisation,ꢀ theꢀ Azanianꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ People’sꢀ Organisation(AZAPO).ꢀ Subsequentꢀ toꢀ theirꢀ efforts,ꢀ AZAPOꢀ wasꢀ formedꢀ onꢀ 28ꢀ April,ꢀ 1978ꢀ inꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ Roodepoort,ꢀ nearꢀ Johannesburgꢀ whereꢀ itꢀ heldꢀ itsꢀ inauguralꢀ conference.ꢀ Azanianꢀ Youthꢀ Organisationꢀ becameꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ itsꢀYouthꢀ(AZAYO)ꢀwing.
1979ꢀꢀ Theꢀ governmentꢀ isꢀ reportedꢀ toꢀ haveꢀ paidꢀ theꢀ familyꢀ ofꢀ theꢀ Blackꢀ Consciousnessꢀ leader,ꢀ Steveꢀ Biko,ꢀ R65,000ꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ inꢀ settlementꢀ ofꢀ claimsꢀ forꢀ hisꢀ deathꢀ inꢀ custodyꢀ inꢀ 1977.ꢀ Theꢀ Ministerꢀ ofꢀ Police,ꢀ Louisꢀ leꢀ Grange,ꢀ saysꢀ theꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ stateꢀisꢀnotꢀadmittingꢀliabilityꢀandꢀtheꢀfileꢀonꢀtheꢀBikoꢀaffairꢀhasꢀnowꢀbeenꢀclosed.ꢀ
ꢀ ꢀ Azapoꢀ electsꢀ newꢀ leadersꢀ atꢀ itsꢀ firstꢀ Congress,ꢀ nearꢀ Johannesburg.ꢀ Theꢀ 200ꢀ delegatesꢀ chooseꢀ Curtisꢀ Nkondoꢀ 
  as their leader.
1980ꢀꢀ Aꢀ campaignꢀ isꢀ launchedꢀ forꢀ theꢀ releaseꢀ ofꢀ Nelsonꢀ Mandela.ꢀ Organisationsꢀ supportingꢀ theꢀ campaignꢀ includeꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ theꢀ Sowetoꢀ Committeeꢀ ofꢀ Inkatha,ꢀ Azapo,ꢀ theꢀ Labourꢀ Party,ꢀ theꢀ Natalꢀ Indianꢀ Congressꢀ andꢀ theꢀ Southꢀ Africanꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ Councilꢀ ofꢀ Churchesꢀ (SACC).ꢀ ꢀ Theꢀ London-basedꢀ Blackꢀ Consciousnessꢀ Movementꢀ ofꢀ Southꢀ Africaꢀ changesꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ itsꢀnameꢀtoꢀtheꢀBlackꢀConsciousnessꢀMovementꢀofꢀAzania.
1983ꢀꢀ Theꢀ Nationalꢀ Forum,ꢀ representingꢀ 170ꢀ blackꢀ organisations,ꢀ holdsꢀ itsꢀ firstꢀ Conferenceꢀ atꢀ Hammanskraalꢀ nearꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ Pretoria.ꢀ ꢀ Azapoꢀ predominates:ꢀ absentꢀ areꢀ movementsꢀ subscribingꢀ toꢀ theꢀ Freedomꢀ Charterꢀ adoptedꢀ byꢀ theꢀ 
  ANC and its allies.
1984ꢀꢀ Threeꢀleadersꢀofꢀtheꢀanti-apartheidꢀUnitedꢀDemocraticꢀFrontꢀ(UDF)ꢀandꢀtwoꢀAzapoꢀofficialsꢀareꢀfreedꢀfromꢀꢀ ꢀ ꢀ ꢀ
ꢀ ꢀ jail,ꢀtheꢀUDFꢀandꢀAzapoꢀreport
1985ꢀꢀ Bikoꢀ medicalꢀ Doctor’sꢀ inquiryꢀ byꢀ SAꢀ Medicalꢀ andꢀ Postalꢀ Council.ꢀ ꢀ Twoꢀ whiteꢀ medicalꢀ doctorsꢀ areꢀ foundꢀ guiltyꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ ofꢀmisconductꢀbyꢀtheꢀMedicalꢀCouncilꢀinꢀtheꢀ1977ꢀdeathꢀofꢀBlackꢀConsciousnessꢀleader,ꢀSteveꢀBiko.
ꢀ ꢀ Clashesꢀ occurꢀ betweenꢀ supportersꢀ ofꢀ theꢀ UDF,ꢀAzapoꢀ andꢀ Inkathaꢀ throughoutꢀ theꢀ year.ꢀ ꢀAꢀ Stateꢀ ofꢀ Emergencyꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ comesꢀ intoꢀ force.ꢀ Cosasꢀ isꢀ banned.ꢀ Theꢀ Sowetoꢀ Parentsꢀ Crisisꢀ Committeeꢀ (SPCC)ꢀ isꢀ formedꢀ toꢀ addressꢀ theꢀ 
  education crisis
1988ꢀꢀ Azapoꢀ andꢀ theꢀ Azanianꢀ Youthꢀ Organisationꢀ (Azayo)ꢀ areꢀ banned.ꢀ Blackꢀ Consciousnessꢀ membersꢀ leaveꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ theꢀ countryꢀ andꢀ othersꢀ joinꢀ theꢀAfricanꢀNationalꢀCongressꢀ (ANC)ꢀ inꢀ exile,ꢀ whereꢀ theyꢀ undergoꢀmilitaryꢀ trainingꢀ inꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ severalꢀcountries,ꢀmanyꢀinꢀtheꢀSovietꢀUnion
1989ꢀꢀ Anꢀ all-inclusiveꢀ blackꢀ politicalꢀ conferenceꢀ onꢀ theꢀ Harareꢀ Declarationꢀ isꢀ heldꢀ withꢀ theꢀ mainꢀ groupsꢀ beingꢀ theꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ MassꢀDemocraticꢀMovementꢀandꢀtheꢀBlackꢀConsciousnessꢀMovement
1990ꢀꢀ 2ꢀFebruary,ꢀBansꢀonꢀallꢀpoliticalꢀorganisationsꢀareꢀlifted
1991ꢀꢀ TheꢀAzanianꢀ Studentꢀ Conventionꢀ (AZASCO)ꢀ isꢀ launchedꢀ atꢀ theꢀ Medicalꢀ Universityꢀ ofꢀ SouthꢀAfricaꢀ (MEDUNSA),ꢀ 
  Pretoria
1994  BCM of Azania merges with Azapo. BCMA chairman Mosibudi Mangena is elected president of Azapo  
  at its eleventh national congress. Azapo launches an anti-election campaign as the party feels the  
  ideology of Black Consciouness has not been addressed
1997ꢀꢀ Theꢀ Truthꢀ andꢀ Reconciliationꢀ Commissionꢀ confirmsꢀ newspaperꢀ reportsꢀ thatꢀ fiveꢀ formerꢀ securityꢀ policeꢀ officersꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ confessedꢀ toꢀ theꢀ 1977ꢀ murderꢀ ofꢀ Blackꢀ Consciousnessꢀ leaderꢀ Steveꢀ Biko,ꢀ andꢀ haveꢀ madeꢀ aꢀ formalꢀ amnestyꢀ 
  application
1998ꢀꢀ Azapoꢀ andꢀ Tiro’sꢀ familyꢀ organiseꢀ theꢀ exhumationꢀ ofꢀ Tiro’sꢀ remainsꢀ andꢀ returnedꢀ toꢀ hisꢀ birtchplace,ꢀ Dinokana,ꢀ 
ꢀ ꢀ forꢀreburial.ꢀSocialistꢀPartyꢀofꢀAzaniaꢀisꢀformed,ꢀbreakawayꢀfromꢀAzapo.
2004ꢀꢀ CommemorationꢀofꢀtheꢀlifeꢀofꢀOnkgopotseꢀAbrahamꢀTiro”ꢀbyꢀBokweꢀMafuna
2009ꢀꢀ Azapoꢀparticipatesꢀinꢀtheꢀ2009ꢀelectionꢀforꢀseatsꢀinꢀtheꢀNationalꢀAssembleꢀandꢀtheꢀProvincialꢀLegislatures

Current Black Consciousness 

dialogue and trends

Bob Marley – Redemption Song:

…”ꢀEmancipateꢀyourselvesꢀfromꢀmentalꢀslavery

None but ourselves can free our minds

Have no fear for atomic energy

‘Causeꢀnoneꢀofꢀthemꢀcanꢀstopꢀtheꢀtime”…

Zahara – Thekwana Song:

…”ꢀOliverꢀTambo

Naba noSobukwe

Naba noSteve Biko

Bayandilandela

Bathiꢀbapheth’ꢀamathamsanqaꢀ(Thekwane)

Baphethꢀintsikeleloꢀ(Thekwane,ꢀThekwaneꢀinyoniꢀyezulu)

Bayandilandela

Bathiꢀbapheth’ꢀamathamsanqaꢀ(Thekwane)

Baphethꢀintsikeleloꢀ(Thekwane,ꢀThekwaneꢀinyoniꢀyezulu)

Bayandilandela

LangaꢀLibaleleꢀDubeꢀ(Thekwane,ꢀThekwane)

Uyandilandelaꢀ(inyoniꢀyezulu)”…

Jesse Williams Speech (2016 BET Awards):

….”ꢀThereꢀhasꢀbeenꢀnoꢀwarꢀthatꢀweꢀhaveꢀnotꢀfoughtꢀandꢀdiedꢀonꢀtheꢀ

frontꢀlinesꢀof.ꢀThereꢀhasꢀbeenꢀnoꢀjobꢀweꢀhaven’tꢀdone.ꢀThereꢀisꢀnoꢀ

tax they haven’t leveed against us – and we’ve paid all of them. But 

freedomꢀisꢀsomehowꢀalwaysꢀconditionalꢀhere.ꢀ“You’reꢀfree,”ꢀtheyꢀ

keep telling us. But she would have been alive if she hadn’t acted 

so…ꢀfree.”

Gigaba at the Solomon Mahlangu memorial Lecture:

…”ꢀWeꢀmustꢀknowꢀwhoꢀweꢀare,ꢀweꢀmustꢀrememberꢀwhyꢀcomradeꢀ

Mahlanguꢀsacrificesꢀhisꢀlifeꢀforꢀthisꢀcountry”ꢀaddedꢀGigaba”….

Contact us:

Tel:ꢀ+27ꢀ(0)ꢀ12ꢀ336ꢀ4079/23/68/20/73/71

Fax:ꢀ+27ꢀ(0)ꢀ12ꢀ336ꢀ4021

Toll free:ꢀ0800ꢀ470ꢀ740

www.freedompark.co.za

tours@freedompark.co.za

info@freedompark.co.za

Pictorial contributions: Avusaꢀ#3,ꢀMikeꢀMzileni,ꢀFortꢀHareꢀLiberationꢀArchivesꢀ&ꢀ©Gettyꢀ#146126958ꢀ/ꢀbyꢀ
UnderwoodꢀArchives.ꢀGoogleꢀsearch

Historical Timeline: South African History Online and Freedom Park

                                       Black Consciousness Movement Timeline (by SAHO)  

YEAR ACTION  
1903 Du Bois calls for Black Consciousness among all Africans throughout the world. 

1919 The Pan African Congress is held in Paris, France and is headed by William Edward Durghardt Du Bois. 

1944 The African Na�onal Congress Youth League is co-founded by Muziwakhe Anton Lembede, its first president. 

1945 The fiꢀh Pan-African Congress is held in Manchester, England, shortly aꢀer the end of World War II. This a 
cri�cal event in exposing African scholars to ideas and strategies on seeking independence for African 
colonies using Black Consciousness ideology. 

1946 Bantu Stephen Biko born in Kingwilliamstown 

1952 The Mau Mau Rebellion begins in Kenya. Jomo Kenyaꢁa is arrested by the Bri�sh colonisers on the suspicion 
of being the main architect of the rebellion. His Africanist approach is influen�al on the development of Black 
Consciousness among South African Black ac�vists. 

1955 The Congress of the People is formed. A Congress Alliance, bringing together the African Na�onal 
Congress (ANC) and the South African Indian Congress (SAIC) results in the adop�on of the Freedom 
Charter at Kliptown. 

1957 Ghana (formerly the Gold Coast) achieves independence under the leadership of Kwame Nkrumah. 

1958 The Sixth Pan African Congress, held in Africa for the first �me, takes place in Accra, Ghana (formerly Gold 
Coast) under the chairmanship of Kwame Nkrumah. 

1959 Robert Sobukwe and others break away from the African National Congress (ANC) to form the Pan African 
Congress (PAC). 

1960 The PAC campaign against pass laws, in which people were asked to leave their passes at home and present 
themselves to be arrested by police, ends with police opening fire on the crowd in Sharpville, killing 69 
protesters. In the wake of the Sharpeville Massacre, African students loyal to the African Na�onal Congress 
(ANC) establish the African Students’ Associa�on (ASA), Pan African Congress (PAC) sympathizing students 
form the African Students’ Union of South Africa (ASUSA), and those loyal to the Non-European Unity 
Movement (NEUM) form other organisa�ons in the Cape and Natal. 

1963 Steve Biko is introduced to poli�cs as a teenager, when one of his older brothers, Khaya, a student at 
Lovedale High School, is arrested as a suspected Poqo member and jailed for three months. The South African 
Police interrogate Steve Biko in connec�on with his brother’s Pan Africanist ac�vi�es, and Steve Biko is 
subsequently expelled from Lovedale. 

1964 Jonty Driver delivers a speech at a Nusas conference at Botha’s Hill, arguing that the organisa�on would be 
weakened if it broke away from its student base, but also saying that idealy, the organisa�on should be led by 
black students, and that its poli�cal ac�vi�es were much more important than its involvement in student 
affairs. Driver’s speech was leaked to the na�onal press and presented as official Nusas policy, and at the next 
Nusas conference, Driver is censured, marking a rightward shiꢀ over the next few years. 

1965 Steve Biko matriculates aꢀer finishing his schooling at St Francis College in Marianhill in Natal. 

1966 Steve Biko aꢁends the annual Nusas Congress as an observer. He impresses the Nusas leadership enormously 
and is considered for grooming to become the first black president of Nusas, and invited to a Nusas 
leadership training seminar.  John Vorster becomes prime minister and vows to curb the ac�vi�es of Nusas. 

1967 The University Chris�an Movement (UCM) is formed, mainly by a group of liberal white clergymen, including 
Basil Moore, a Methodist minister and theology lecturer at Rhodes University and Colin Collins, a Catholic 
priest who was chaplain to the Na�onal Catholic Federa�on of Students. 

1968 At the Annual Nusas Congress, Steve Biko and some of his fellow medical students begin to draw black 
students into a candid discussion on their second-class role within the union.  From analysing the Nusas 
experience from this group, Steve Biko finds an encouraging recep�veness to his idea of an all-Black 
organisa�on. The name South African Students’ Organisa�on (Saso) is chosen and plans are laid for a formal 
inaugural conference. 

1969 The cons�tu�on of the South African Students’ Organisa�on (Saso) is adopted at the inaugural conference 
and Steve Biko is elected president. Other leading party members include: Barney Pityana,Harry 
Nengwekhulu, Hendrick Musi, Petrus Machaka, Manana Kgware, Aubrey Mokoape, J Goolam and Strini 
Moodley. Though the new organisa�on is commiꢁed to a philosophy of Black Consciousness, it does not 
reject the liberalism of Nusas right away. 

1970 The term ’black consciousness’ enters Saso discourse, and in July 1971 is set out for the first �me in Saso’s 
Policy Manifesto as follows: 
i) "BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS" is an aꢂtude of mind, a way of life; 
ii) The basic tenet of Black Consciousness is hat the Blackman mus reject all value systems that seek to make 
him a foreigner in the country of his birth and reduce his basic dignity; 
iii) The Blackman must uild up his own value systems, see himself as self-defined and not as defined by 
others."  Mosibudi Mangena enrols as a student at Ngoye, and is exposed to Saso ideas through speeches by 
Biko, Pityana and Nengwekhulu.  

1971 SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS’ ORGANISATION (SASO) HELPS LAUNCH BLACK COMMUNITY PROGRAMMES 
(BCP).  STRINI MOODLEY AND SATHS COOPER, MEMBERS OF THE NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS (NIC) URGE 
OTHER INDIAN ACTIVISTS TO EMBRACE THE BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS IDEOLOGY. 

1972 Spro-cas, with money raised by Beyers Naudé from European churches, launches Black Community 
Programmes (BCP), with Ben Khoapa as director.  South African Students’ Movement (Sasm) launched, a high 
school-based youth organisa�on. Onkgopotse Abram Tiro is expelled from Turfloop, sparking a student 
boycoꢁ of lectures the next day. 

1973 The Black People’s Conven�on (BPC) declares its support for the Durban strikers.  Eight BC leaders banned: 
Biko, Pityana, Nengwekhulu, Jerry Modisane, Strini Moodley (then Saso president and publica�ons director), 
Drake Koka and Saths Cooper of BPC, and Bokwe Mafuna, whose banning scuꢁles the birth of the BWC. 
Henry Isaacs, a law student at UWC, becomes ac�ng president of Saso, Tiro becomes permanent organiser 
and Ben Langa replaces Pityana as secretary general. Bko con�nues as a field officer of BCP, but moves to 
King William’s Town because of his banning order 

1974 Baleka Kgositsile is ac�ve in the Black Consciousness Movement as well as the ANC underground.  Tiro is 
killed by a parcel bomb.  

1975 Thirteen ac�vists who organised the Viva Frelimo rallies, all in deten�on, are charged with offenses under the 
Terrorism Act. Eventully only nine are charged aꢀer state witnesses leave the country. 

1976 Steve Biko tes�fies for five days at the Saso Nine trial, turning the trial into an open "seminar on the history, 
aims and principles of Black Consciousness".  Representa�ves from Soweto schools meet at the Naledi branch 
of SASM, and decide to protest on 16 June.  The Soweto Uprisings begin with about 20 000 students 
marching in protest against the new language decree and the Bantu Educa�on system. The march turns 
violent with many students being killed by the South African Police (SAP). The uprising spreads countrywide, 
and it is believed that the Black Consciousness movement contributed significantly to the ferment behind the 
uprising. 

1977 In a ‘Declara�on of Commitment’ the SA Catholic Bishops’ Conference states it will promote Black 
Consciousness in solidarity with all those who work for the legi�mate aspira�ons of oppressed people. 
Steven Biko, former Saso leader, released on 30 November 1976 aꢀer temporary deten�on under security 
laws, is re-arrested. It is announced that Security Police have arrested the leader of the Soweto Students’ 
Representa�ve Council (SSRC), Dan S. Montsitsi in connec�on with plans to commemorate the Soweto 
uprisings. Four white students are also arrested.  September, Steve Biko dies in deten�on, the 10th in a year, 
in Pretoria aꢀer being tortured and beaten by security police. Baleka Kgositsile goes to Tanzania and becomes 
the first secretary of the regional Women’s Sec�on of the ANC. Winnie Mandela is banished to Brandfort in 
the Orange Free State. Mamphela Ramphele is banished to rural Northern Transvaal where she forms the 
Isutheng Community Health Programme. 25 September, Steven Biko’s funeral in King William’s Town is 
aꢁended by some 15,000 people. Twelve Western diplomats are present, including the American 
Ambassador. 

1979 The g.overnment is reported to have paid the family of the Black Consciousness leader, Steve Biko, R65,000 in 
seꢁlement of claims for his death in custody in 1977. The Minister of Police, Louis le Grange, says the state is 
not admiꢂng liability and the file on the Biko affair has now been closed.  
Azapo elects new leaders at its first Congress, near Johannesburg. The 200 delegates choose Cur�s Nkondo as 
their leader. 

1980 A campaign is launched for the release of Nelson Mandela. Organisa�ons suppor�ng the campaign include 
the Soweto ‘Commiꢁee of, Inkatha, Azapo, the Labour Party, the Natal Indian Congress and the South African 
Council of Churches (SACC).  The London-based Black Consciousness Movement of South Africa changes its 
name to the Black Consciousness Movement of Azania. 

1983 The Na�onal Forum, represen�ng 170 black organisa�ons, holds its first Conference at Hammanskraal near 
Pretoria.  Azapo predominates: absent are movements subscribing to the Freedom Charter adopted by the 
ANC and its allies. 

1984 Three leaders of the an�-apartheid United Democra�c Front (UDF) and two Azapo officials are freed from jail, 
the UDF and Azapo report 

1985 Biko medical Doctor’s inquiry by SA Medical and Postal Council.  Two white medical doctors are found guilty 
of misconduct by the Medical Council in the 1977 death of Black Consciousness leader, Steve Biko. 
 Clashes occur between supporters of the UDF, Azapo and Inkatha throughout the year.  A State of Emergency 
comes into force. Cosas is banned. The Soweto Parents Crisis Commiꢁee (SPCC) is formed to address the 
educa�on crisis 

1988 Azapo and the Azanian Youth Organisa�on (Azayo) are banned. Black Consciousness members leave the 
country and others join the African Na�onal Congress (ANC) in exile, where they undergo military training in 
several countries, many in the Soviet Union 

1989 An all-inclusive black poli�cal conference on the Harare Declara�on is held with the main groups being the 
Mass Democra�c Movement and the Black Consciousness Movement 

1990 2 February, Bans on all poli�cal organisa�ons are liꢀed 
1991  The Azanian Student Conven�on (AZASCO) is launched at the Medical University of South Africa (MEDUNSA), 

Pretoria 

 

1994 BCM OF AZANIA MERGES WITH AZAPO. BCMA CHAIRMAN MOSIBUDI MANGENA IS ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF AZAPO AT ITS ELEVENTH NATIONAL CONGRESS. 
AZAPO LAUNCHES AN ANTI-ELECTION CAMPAIGN AS THE PARTY FEELS THE IDEOLOGY OF BLACK 
CONSCIOUNESS HAS NOT BEEN ADDRESSED 

1997 TRC confirms newspaper reports that five former security police officers confessed to the 1977 murder of 
Black Consciousness leader Steve Biko, and have made a formal amnesty applica�on 

1998 Azapo and Tiro’s family organise the exhuma�on of Tiro’s remains and returned to his birtchplace, Dinokana, 
for reburial. 
 Socialist Party of Azania is formed, breakaway from Azapo. 

2004 commemora�on of the life of Onkgopotse Abraham Tiro” by Bokwe Mafuna 

2009 Azapo par�cipates in the 2009 elec�on for seats in the Na�onal Assemble and the Provincial Legislatures 

Figure 1 the Pretoria Girls High story 

Current Black Consciousness dialogue and trends  

Bob Marley – Redempꢀon Song: 

…” Emancipate yourselves from mental slavery 
None but ourselves can free our minds 
Have no fear for atomic energy 
'Cause none of them can stop the �me”… 

Zahara – Thekwana Song:  

…” Oliver Tambo  
Naba noSobukwe 
Naba noSteve Biko 
Bayandilandela 
Bathi bapheth' amathamsanqa (Thekwane) 
Bapheth intsikelelo (Thekwane, Thekwane inyoni yezulu) 
Bayandilandela 
Bathi bapheth' amathamsanqa (Thekwane) 
Bapheth intsikelelo (Thekwane, Thekwane inyoni yezulu) 
Bayandilandela 
Langa Libalele Dube (Thekwane, Thekwane) 
Uyandilandela (inyoni yezulu)”… 

 

Jesse Williams Speech (2016 BET Awards): 

….” There has been no war that we have not fought and died on the front lines of. There has been no 
job we haven’t done. There is no tax they haven’t leveed against us – and we’ve paid all of them. But 
freedom is somehow always condiꢀonal here. “You’re free,” they keep telling us. But she would have 
been alive if she hadn’t acted so… free.” 

Gigaba at the Solomon Mahlangu memorial Lecture: 

…” We must know who we are, we must remember why comrade Mahlangu sacrifices his life for this 
country” added Gigaba”…. 
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