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The signing of the Treaty of Vereeniging in 1902 brought an end to the 
South African War (Anglo Boer War) amongst the colonial forces to gain 

control of the land and its resources.

1910
Forma�on of the Union

The Treaty led to the forma�on of the South African 
union in 1910, to the exclusion of Africans.
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1912
Forma�on of the SANNC (ANC)

The Wars of Resistance ended with the defeat of the Bambatha Rebellion of 1906. 
Africans had to find new ways to fight for their land and their freedom.

First cabinet of Union of South Africa
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On January 8, 1912, chiefs, representa�ves of the people and church organiza�ons, 
and other prominent individuals gathered in Bloemfontein and formed the South 

African Na�onal Na�ves Congress (SANNC), renamed the African Na�onal Congress 
(ANC) in 1923. The ANC declared its aim to be to bring all Africans together as one 

people to defend their rights and freedoms.

SANNC Delega�on to London, 1914
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1913

This act le� African people with only 7% of the land, amended to 13% in 1933. The act 
was intended to create a cheap labor force by forcing people off their land and into 

the ci�es to look for work.

Na�ves Land Act
“Awaking on Friday morning, June 20, 1913, the South African na�ve found himself 

not actually a slave, but a pariah in the land of his birth.” Sol Plaatjie.

The map of South Africa as it reflects land ownership

As a result of the Act, African people, dispossessed of their land,
became homeless wanderers.
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Recruiters from the mines preyed on desperate people, promising them a good life 
and signed them up to work on the mines.
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The consequences of the Act and the land dispossession since 1652 are s�ll with us
today. Land dispossession is the main reason for the poverty lived by African people.

Africans recruited to go work at the mines

Alexander Township with Sandton in the background
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1913
Mine workers strike

900 African mineworkers strike when a white superior kicks a fellow employee to 
death. In 1946, 100 000 African mineworkers strike for higher wages, but are brutally 

repressed.

Living and working condi�ons on the mines were dehumanizing. White miners had
freestanding family homes while migrant workers were crowded into all male hostels

where they had no privacy.
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Mine workers being strip searched a�er a shi�. The searches included invasive body
penetra�on, which was a dehumanizing act.

Workers at the mines were only paid a�er working for months. This was a way of
keeping them �ed to the mines, as they were unlikely to walk away and leave their

hard earned money behind, however li�le it was.

During the months they went through unpaid, they were given 0.9kg of meat and 2kg 
of maize meal per week.
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Laws were passed to establish the apartheid structure. 

1943
The ANC Youth League is formed to reinvigorate the struggle a�er years of �midity 

and dormancy.

1948
The Na�onal Party comes into power a�er the 1948 elec�ons, under the leadership 
of DF Malan. It won the elec�ons on a �cket racial segrega�on and support for poor

Afrikaners.

First cabinet of DF Malan 1948
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1950's
Evaton Bus Boyco�s, ten years a�er the Alexandra Bus Boyco�s, spread across the

en�re country.

People walked long distances to work. The City Council tried to demoralize the 
workers by having the buses drive slowly alongside the �red walking workers. Some 
bosses tried  to provide their workers with transport, only to meet with the wrath of 

the police and government.

Forced Removals
In 1950, the apartheid government passed the Group Areas Act which assigned racial 
groups to different residen�al and business sec�ons in urban areas. The law was used 
to prevent non-white south Africans from living in the most developed areas. By 1955 

the government had begun to forcibly remove African people from so called white 
areas. Houses, o�en owned by Africans in freehold areas, were demolished and 

people and their belonging forcibly relocated to new remote townships on the back of 
trucks.
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The introduc�on of the Bantu Authori�es Act provokes rural revolts in Zeerust,
Sekhukhuniland, Pondoland and Natal. 30 Pondo people are sentenced to death a�er

the Pondoland Rebellion.
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FREEDOM CHARTER
On 26 June 1955 people from all over the country arrived in Kliptown to a�end the

Congress of the People.

The Freedom Charter was unanimously passed, and it came to symbolize a new and
inclusive na�onalism and a South Africa in which the equal claim of each 'racial 

group' to na�onal belonging was affirmed.

The Congress pledged: 'These freedoms we will fight for, side by side,
throughout our lives un�l we have won our liberty'.
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AFRICA FOR AFRICANS
Events in the 1950s resulted in the no�on of mul�-racism being integrated into the 

libera�on poli�cs, which ul�mately led to a group of Africanists breaking away from the 
ANC in 1959 to form the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), led by Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe. 

They believed that the ANC was no longer pu�ng African interests before those of the 
white minority, as the Freedom Charter granted equal rights to all na�on groups.

 'The Africanists take the view that there is only one race to which all 
belong, and that is the human race.' 
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1956
It is the start of the Treason Trial in which 156 ac�vists are charged with treason, for 

trying to violently overthrow the government, as the state claimed. The trial lasts un�l 
1961 when the judges announce a verdict of not guilty. Most of the were targeted 

because of their par�cipa�on in the Congress of the People that was held in Kliptown 
where the Freedom Charter was adopted.
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1956
20 000 women from all over the world march to the Union Buildings in Pretoria to
hand a pe��on to the Prime Minister protes�ng the introduc�on of new pass laws.

Raheema Moosa, Lilian Ngoyi, Helen Joseph and Sophy deBruyn at the Union Buildings.
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1960
stOn the morning of the 21  March 1960 Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe and some of his

supporters began walking peacefully to the Orlando police sta�on without their passes
to present themselves for arrest. People joined in along the way, and in different parts
of the country PAC supporters did the same. But in Sharpeville the police opended fire
on the protesters killing 69 people and wounding 184. The Sharpeville Massacre, as it

became known, outraged the world.
'We are figh�ng for the noblest cause on earth, the libera�on of mankind … there is only

one race, the human race. Mul�-racialism is racism mul�plied'.

The massacre vic�ms at Sharpeville
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1961
TAKING UP ARMS

“The �me comes in the life of any na�on when there remain only two choices – 
submit or fight. That �me has now come to South Africa. We shall not submit and we 

have no choice but to hit back by all means in our power in defense of our people, our 
future and our freedom.”- Leaflet issued a�er the forma�on of MK, 1961

Having finally lost pa�ence, the ANC launched its military wing, Umkhonto weSizwe 
th(MK) in 1961 with its first act of sabotage against government installa�ons on the 16  

of December, a day on which white South Africans commemorated their Day of Vow.
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Two smaller organiza�ons, the African Resistance Movement (ARM), and the 
Na�onal Libera�on Front (NLF) began carrying out their own acts of sabotage against 
state ins�tu�ons. A�er the brutal massacres at Sharpeville and Langa, the Task Force, 

a defence unit, was revived as Poqo, the military wing of the PAC. Cadres called 
themselves amaAfrica Poqo, meaning pure Africans, to express their opposi�on to 

the ANC's alliance with other races.

While the ANC carried out small clandes�ne acts of sabotage, Poqo launched an
aggressive campaign of a�acks during the 1960s, and thousands of its members were

arrested and some were executed.
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The Azanian Peoples Organiza�on (AZAPO), an organiza�on born out of Black
Consciousness Movement in 1978, formed its own military wing, the Azanian Na�onal

Libera�on Army.

MK camps
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Apla camps

1963/4
The Rivonia Trial which results in ten of uMkhonto weSizwe High Command being

charged with sabotage and sentenced to life imprisonment – including Neslon Mandela
then serving a sentence at the Fort in Johannesburg – begins.

Rivonia trialists
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1968
The South African Students Organiza�on, (SASO), is formed with Steve Biko as its first

president. Members of the University of Natal's Black Campus SRC broke away from the
white led and dominated Na�onal Union of South African Students, (NUSAS).

Winnie Mandela

Steve Biko at the University of Natal

SASO breakaway was also influenced by the emergence of the Black Consciousness
Movement (BCM), founded by Biko. It rejected the no�on that Whites could play a role

in the libera�on of Blacks. 
'The main thing was to get Black people to ar�culate their own struggle and reject white
liberal establishment from prescribing to the people' – Barney Pityana (Biko's comrade)
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1972
University students across the country go on strike when Onkgopotse Abram Tiro is

expelled from the University of the North for making a fiery gradua�on speech.

Mr. Chancellor I will try as much as possible to say nothing else but the truth. And to me 
"truth" means "prac�cal reality." Addressing us on the occasion of the formal opening of  
this university Mr. [Cedric] Phatudi, a Lebowa territorial authority officer, said that in as 

much as there is American Educa�on, there had to be Bantu Educa�on.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am conscien�ously bound to differ with him. In America there is 
nothing like Negro Educa�on, Red Indian Educa�on, and White American Educa�on. 

They have American Educa�on common to all Americans. But in South Africa, we have 
Bantu Educa�on, Indian Educa�on, Coloured Educa�on and European Educa�on.

Onkgopotse Tiro
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We do not have a system of educa�on common to all South Africans.
Time and again I ask myself: How do Black lecturers contribute to the administra�on of

this University? For if you look at all the commi�ees, they are predominantly White if not
completely White. Here and there one finds two or three Africans who, in the opinion of

students are White Black men. We know people who can represent us.

The Advisory Council is said to be represen�ng our parents. How can it represent them
when they have not elected it? These people must of necessity please the man who
appointed them. I wonder if this Advisory knows that a Black man has been most

unceremoniously kicked out of the bookshop. Apparently, this is reserved for Whites.

 
Right now, our parents have come all the way from their homes only to be locked outside.

We are told that the hall is full. I do not accept the argument that there is no
accommoda�on for them. In 1970, when the Administra�on wanted to accommodate
everybody, a tent was put up and close-circuit television was installed. Front seats are

given to people who cannot even cheer us. My father is seated there at the back.

My dear people, shall we ever get a fair deal in this land, the land of our fathers? 
To those who wholeheartedly support the policy of apartheid I say: Do you think that the
White minority can willingly commit poli�cal suicide by crea�ng numerous states which
might turn out to be hos�le in the future?  Our so-called leaders have become the bolts
of the same machine which is crushing us as a na�on. We have to go back to them and

educate them.

In conclusion Mr. Chancellor I say: Let the Lord be praised, for the day shall come, when
all shall be free to breathe the air of freedom which is theirs to breathe and when the

day shall have come, no man, no ma�er how many tanks he has, will reverse the course
of events.

God Bless you all.

25


