
1974
A�er holding mass rallies in support of the Frelimo government of a liberated

Mozambique, the Black Consciousness Movement is banned. Three years later, the
security police torture Steve Biko, founder of BCM, to death.

1976
Soweto Students Uprising against the use of Afrikaans as a medium of instruc�on on

June 16 leads to other uprisings in other townships. This is the start of school boyco�s
as a con�nuous form of protest.

Hector Peterson

Winnie Mandela at Hector's funeral
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Dr. Andries Treurnicht, who was then the Deputy Minister in the Department of Bantu
Administra�on, Development and Educa�on in charge of Bantu Educa�on sent a
memorandum to school boards, inspectors and principals instruc�ng them to use

Afrikaans as a medium of instruc�on. This was the direct cause of the revolt.

1977
Steve Biko was badly beaten, and between the night of 6 September and the morning 
of 7 September, he sustained a brain hemorrhage. Despite his injury, the police kept 
him shackled to a grille, s�ll naked. When specialist Dr. Benjamin Tucker examined 

Steve Biko, he suggested that the badly injured detainee be taken to hospital, but he 
backed down when police objected.

We don't want Afrikaans

Peoples Educa�on at Solomon Mahlangu - Freedom College

27



The police decided to transport him to Pretoria, about 1000km away. This they did, on
September 11, in the back of a van, with him s�ll naked, frothing at the mouth, unable

to speak. In Pretoria, a dis�ct surgeon examined him and tended to him,
but it was too late.

Alone in his cell, Steve Biko died some �me on the night of 12 Septmber 1977.

Steve Biko’s Funeral

Steve Biko
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SADF CROSS BORDER RAIDS INTO NEIGHBORING STATES
“Whenever the ANC is, we will eliminate it” General Magnus Malan, Minister of Defence.

Opera�on Beanbag:
an a�ack by SADF on the Matola area of Maputo, Mozambique on 30 January 1981.

SADF a�acks “ANC facili�es” in Maseru, Lesotho on 9 December 1982
Opera�on Skerwe (fragments, shrapnel) was an a�ack on 'ANC facili�es” in the Matola

suburb of Maputo on 23 May 1983
SADF a�acks an “ANC planning facility” in Maputo, Mozambique on 17 October 1983
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Opera�on Piecksy was an SADF a�ack on alleged ANC residences and offices in
Gaborone, Botswana on 14 June 1985.

Opera�on Leo was a co-ordinated SAAF and Special Forces a�acks on ANC facili�es in
Botswana, Zimbabwe and Zambia on 13 May 1986

SADF also a�acked an “ANC transit facility” in Phiring, near Gaborone, Botswana on
28 March 1988.

PW Botha

STATE OF EMERGENCY
PW Botha declared a par�al State of Emergency on 21 July 1985

END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN
The End Conscrip�on Campaign (ECC) was launched in 1983. Young white men and

women, opposed to the apartheid system that the SADF was aggressively defending,
called for the community service in the townships as an alterna�ve to military service.

The punishment for refusing conscrip�on was a 6 year sentence.
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MAKING THE COUNTRY UNGOVERNABLE
“In all our locali�es, whenever they may be, we must rise now and destroy apartheid
organs of government that are used to hold us in bondage. We make this call on all

Black people – African, Indian and so-called Coloureds.”
“Make apartheid unworkable. Make South Africa ungovernable. Prepare the condi�ons

for the seizure of power by the people.” – Oliver Tambo

NECKLACE
Necklacing was used by the communi�es in townships to punish people who were

perceived as collaborators with the apartheid regime. These included black policemen,
town councilors and others, as well as their rela�ves and associates. The first vic�m of

necklacing, according to evidence presented at the TRC, was a young girl, Maki Skosana,
on 20 July 1995.

Oliver Tambo
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COSATU
The Congress of South African Unions (COSATU) is formed and plays a major role in the

libera�on struggle.

UDF 
The MDM represented a broad front encompassing the UDF, COSATU – affiliated 

unions and the church drawn together in their demands for the li�ing of the State of 
Emergency, the unbanning of organiza�ons and individuals, and the forma�on of a 

non-racial democra�c and unitary South Africa, among others. 

Its strategy had been to place the real issues facing the country in the foreground 
during this period to show both South Africans and the world the irrelevance of the 

last white elec�ons of September 1989.

The campaign has essen�ally been two-pronged: to highlight the segrega�on of 
ameni�es and services, and to highlight the con�nuing restric�ons on organiza�ons 

and individuals, which make normal poli�cal ac�vity impossible.

Cosatu
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THE ROCKY ROAD OF NEGOTIATIONS

The unbanning of poli�cal organiza�ons and release of poli�cal prisoners

Mandela Released 
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2 FEBRUARY 1990
FW de Klerk announces the release of Nelson Mandela and other poli�cal prisoners,

and the unbanning of libera�on movements.

De Klerk releases Mandela

UDF
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26 March 1990
First official 'talks about talks' delayed when police a�ack and kill defenseless 

protestors in Sebokeng.

Prisoners released from Robben Island

Mass Funeral Sebokeng

35



4 May 1990
The African Na�onal Congress (ANC) and the Na�onal Party (NP) meet and sign the

Groote Schuur Minute. They commit to resolving the exis�ng climate of violence and
to a process of nego�a�ons

Mandela at Groote Schuur

July 1990
The police uncover Opera�on Vula, an underground plan by the ANC and the SACP to

seize power if nego�a�ons fail. This angers the government.
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June 1991
The 'Inkathagate Scandal' reveals that the government has been secretly funding the 
Inkatha Freedom Park (IFP) and fueling its a�acks on ANC. The ANC accuses De Klerk 

of having a double agenda and suspends all bilateral mee�ngs with the government in 
early August, the ANC and NP meet again and sign the Pretoria Minute whereby the 

ANC agrees to suspend the armed struggle and the NP to the further release of 
poli�cal prisoners on 1 September

Inkatha March
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29 November 1991
The Conven�on for a Democra�c South Africa (CODESA) begins, paving the way for

nego�a�ons a�er almost two years of preliminary talks. At the mee�ng which follows
on 20 – 21 December delegates from 19 poli�cal par�es pledge their commitment to
mul�party nego�a�ons and sign a Declara�on of Intent. The Conserva�ve Party (CP),

Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) and Azanian People's Organiza�on (AZAPO) do not a�end.

CODESA Delega�ons
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March 1992
In a 'whites only' referendum the majority vote in favour of nego�a�ons and reform.

Whites Referendum

39



15 – 16 May 1992
CODESA 2 begins. Many issues are unresolved and there is a deadlock. The ANC are

intent on 'one person, one vote' while the NP proposes special veto powers for
minority par�es.

17 June 1992
IFP supporters massacre more than 40 people at Boipatong.

Bodies unloaded at Thokoza
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23 June 1992
Believing that the SADF was involved in the massacre at Boipatong, the ANC break offs

the nego�a�ons, but De Klerk denies any involvement and refuses to commit to
majority rule

4 – 5 March 1993
At the Nego�a�ons Planning Conference 26 different par�es and organisa�ons agree to

a Mul�-Party Nego�a�ng Forum.

1 April 1993
The Mul�-Party Nego�a�ons Forum, consis�ng of 26 poli�cal par�es including the PAC,
Conserva�ve Party (CP), the Afrikaner Volksunie (AVU) and tradi�onal leaders, meets for

the first �me.

De Klerk at Boipatong

War Zone IFP ANC Standoff
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10 April 1993
Chris Hani, leader of the SACP, is brutally assassinated and anger in the country threatens

to derail nego�a�ons. Mandela steps in as the de facto leader and calls for calm

22 April 1993
The Tripar�te Alliance meets and demands that the Transi�onal Execu�ve Council (TEC)
be installed and that all armed forma�ons be placed under immediate joint mul�-party

control. The ANC also calls for the nego�a�ons to move faster.

1 June 1993
The date for South Africa's first ever non-racial elec�ons is set for April 1994. The

dra�ing of an Interim Cons�tu�on is ini�ated

Chris Hani
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25 June 1993
Troops of the right-wing Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging (AWB) storm the World Trade

Centre where nego�a�ons are taking place, smashing through the window with an
armoured car

25 July 1993
The Azanian People's Libera�on Army (APLA) opens fire on a service in St James Church

in Cape Town, wounding many and killing 11 congregants

St James Massacre

AWB Storms Codesa
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9 April 1994
The IFP agrees to par�cipate in the elec�ons a�er the ANC agrees to the party's demand

for more regional power being wri�en into the Cons�tu�on

18 November 1993
The Interim Cons�tu�on is ra�fied.

December 1993
The Freedom Alliance, including the AWB and allies and the IFP threaten to

boyco� elec�ons 

10 March 1994
Members of the AWB invade Bophuthatswana in support of the homeland that had

come under a�ack for refusing to take part in the elec�ons. A Bophuthatswana
constable shoots and kills three AWB men at point blank range.
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27 April 1994
South Africa holds its first free and fair democra�c elec�ons.
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INDUSTRIALIZATION AND URBANIZATION: THE ARCHITECTURE OF POVERTY

1894: COLONIAL TAXES
It became mandatory for African people to pay colonial taxes in cash, not livestock as

they had previously. This forced them to look for wage paying jobs on farms and in
other white owned industries in urban areas.

Taxes
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THCITY LIFE: LATE 19  CENTURY

African migrant workers were employed in the white owned factories, private homes
and on the mines. Living and work condi�ons on the mines was dehumanizing. While
white mine managers had free standing family homes, migrant workers were crowded

into all male hostels where they had no privacy or comfort a�er long hours
underground.Permits restricted their movement and hindered them from becoming

truly urbanized.
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1913
MIGRATIONS

A�er the 1913 Na�ves Land Act, African people, dispossessed of their land, became
homeless wanderers. Recruiters from the mines preyed on desperate people, and

promising them a good life, they signed them up to work in the mines.

BAMBHATHA REBELLION
An addi�onal poll tax in present day KwaZuluNatal led to a revolt against Bri�sh rule 
led by iNkosi Bambatha kaMancinza. Bambhatha was brutally killed. This was the last 

act of armed resistance for over two genera�ons

1906
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THTHOSE WHO WERE LEFT BEHIND - LATE 19  CENTURY

Women, children and old men were le� behind in the rural areas to tend to the
homesteads and farm the largely infer�le land they had been allocated. Although they
did this with tenacity, some women defied the law and went to the ci�es to live with

their husbands or set up informal businesses in order to survive.

1923: THE SEGREGATED CITY

As more Africans came to the ci�es, the regime became concerned about 'mixed areas'
and introduced the Na�ves Urban Areas Act in 1923. Africans were forced to live in

barren loca�ons far from the ci�es where they worked. The Pass System controlled their
movements in urban areas. If caught without a dompass they were liable to be arrested.

Dompass
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Although living and work condi�ons in the ci�es were harsh people adapted 
crea�vely. Informal ac�vi�es and social spaces emerged in the most inhumane 

condi�ons. Stokvels, churches and burial socie�es provided people with a sense of 
community and Ubuntu. Elements of cultural iden�ty were maintained in small details 

of clothing and social ac�vi�es and informal trading helped people to survive 
economically. Small four roomed township houses were slowly modified, gardens 

were planted and rooms in small yards.

RESISTANCE THROUGH CREATIVITY
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During the white miners' strike of 1922 it became obvious that white mine workers 
were threatened by African compe��on. During the economic depression that 

followed many unskilled poor whites came to the ci�es. The regime introduced the 
color bar which gave whites 'a civilized wage', which was more than Africans doing the 

same jobs.

1924: THE COLOUR BAR

By the 1940s the number of people living in the ci�es drama�cally increased. When
white mineworkers le� their jobs on the mines to fight in World War II, more African

workers were required on the mines and in the secondary industries that were created.

1930 – 1940: AN INFLUX OF PEOPLE INTO THE URBAN AREAS
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