
FREEDOM PARK

QUARTERLY

QUARTERLY STAKE HOLDER ISSUE

OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2021

STAKEHOLDER



Freedom Park is about reconciliation and nation
building. As we celebrate this month of
Reconciliation and Nation building we promoting
the message of building a non-racial, non-sexist
and democratic South Africa. Freedom Park
urges all South Africans to forgive but not to
forget those beacons that marked our struggle.
Apart from commemorating this historic event
that shaped what South Africa is today we also
educate and inform the general public of the
hardship and sacrifices the ultimately resulted in
a free and democratic South Africa.

FREEDOM PARK RECAPS NATIONS ASPIRATIONS

We buried them for what they were
Our fallen heroes and our history
A monument in our hearts we shall mount
Their unhear of names to engrave
On times sturdy wings their ideal we shall pin
Africa’s priceless heritage to mankind

Sepamla
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Freedom Park is an icon of humanity and freedom – not only for South Africans, but also
internationally. The Park tells the story of a nation and its people subjected to the most brutal
forms of infringement and abuse of basic human rights and thus provides a voice to the often
untold history of South Africa and its people. And yet the Park weaves a tale of inspiration. It
provides proof of what we can achieve and shows what we are capable of as a nation. It acts
as a signpost to the future of South Africa.
But on the lighter side Freedom Park has emerged as a heritage destination of choice,
beautiful in design offering spectacular hiking trails, exotic birdlife, an outdoor paradise. The
aesthetic beauty and tranquillity of the Park belies the significance of this majestic monument.
This has been eventful quarter as the year draws to a close. Despite the pandemic and
adhering to Covid-protocols. We can look back with pride at the many events of significance
that took place at Freedom Park. This shows how deep our heritage is. Our global interaction
with countries that have played a meaningful role in the liberation of our country cannot go
unmentioned.
Our struggles for freedom and the way in which our freedom was won provides us with a tool
in which to position ourselves. The struggles we have fought emphasise oneness, humanity,
justice and respect for human life, for each other and for international law. Peace and non-
violence were employed as mechanism for resolution of differences and settlements of
political disputes. These are some of the vital things that we have inherited over the years as
part of our heritage.
Our keen respect and concern have never been restricted to the borders of our country. Our
struggles for freedom naturally built on ideas of Pan-Africanism. Our struggles for liberation
have been a struggle for humanity and unity. We only need to look at the words of our national
anthem, Nkosi sikelel’ iAfrika, words that we share with the anthems of other countries in
Africa, including Zambia.
That being said, this spirit of tolerance and respect for unity in diversity did not come cheaply
– it is a product of our struggles. It is the experience and insight that only comes from living
through something. We know that we can go to our elders for advice and guidance. Why?
Because they have the experience and knowledge. In the same way, South Africa has
become the expert through experience. It is this experience that distinguishes us. We are the
defender of human rights, of freedom, democracy and justice worldwide. It is our legacy!
I wish you Peace and Happiness this Festive Season. Travel Safe and
be extra cautious!

Chairperson’s Remarks

Ms HC Mgadadeli



It has been an incredibly eventful quarter.

This Reconciliation Month two important
commemorative events took place. The
first is the 8th death Anniversary of our
Patron- in- Chief former President Nelson
Mandela and December 16. The Park
and its facilities were created as spaces
not just for the memory of those, like
Mandela, who contributed to our freedom,
but also as a spiritual place of healing for
the wounds of the past.

What an incredible quarter it has been, of course
things would have been so much better if Covid -
19 was non-existent, but here we are again and
most certainly it has dampened our spirits.
However, we have achieved so much this quarter
and for me personally it has heartened me, that
we have optimised the awareness around the
Park digitally and physically.
Despite challenges, digital news media is
flourishing, and our online presence is gaining
momentum…albeit steadily but with enormous
gains, as individuals and organisations share our
social media posts.~Ms Jane Mufamadi

The Day of Reconciliation acts as a catalyst for reconciliation and nation building. Our first
democratically elected South African President and the Patron-in-chief of Freedom Park, Dr
Nelson Mandela, captured the essence of this day in his address on Nation Reconciliation
Day, 16 December 1995: “There are few countries which dedicate a national public holiday to
reconciliation. But then there are few nations with our history of enforced division,
oppression, and sustained conflict. And fewer still, which have undergone such a remarkable
transition to reclaim their humanity . . . This Day of Reconciliation celebrates the progress we
have made; it reaffirms our commitment; and it measures the challenges.”

The Park also offers a dignified outdoor space for spiritual and interfaith prayers. The
Sanctuary, overlooking the outdoor Amphitheatre and the Eternal Flame, is a serene
environment conducive to this. As an institution tasked with promoting reconciliation, social
cohesion and nation building, Freedom Park together with the Department of Military
Veterans commemorated MK’s 60th Anniversary Celebration. The celebration recognized
those comrades, citizens of different nationalities from outside of our borders, from
neighbouring countries, from our continent and from the wider world who participated in and
supported MK through their actions always in danger and often at great personal cost. An
important part of the celebrations is to contextualise the formation of MK in 1961 during the
period of liberation of many countries of our continent from the shackles of colonialism.

One of our key elements //hapo interpretive centre at Freedom Park, was officially opened by
Deputy President Kgalema Motlanthe, was a fulfilment of Mandela’s dream and a fitting
tribute to his legacy. In his 1999 speech at Umthatha, Mandela said: “…the day should not
be far off, when we shall have a people’s shrine, a Freedom Park, where we shall honour
with all the dignity they deserve, those who endured pain so we should experience the joy of
freedom”.

Stay Safe and a Blessed Festive Season!

HoD Public Participation Ms M Makoela

We were delighted when two music concerts were held at Freedom Park. The SA Music Tribute to
our fallen musicians was extremely poignant as we honoured stars like Jonas Gwangwa, Hugh
Masekela, Lebo Mathosa, and Brenda Fassie amongst others. It featured a star-studded cast with
likes of Lira, Salaelo Salota, Mafikozolo, and PJ Powers amongst others. Understandably only
2000 could attend due to Covid regulations. The other musical was our very Ubuntu Festival which
also featured big names like PJ Powers, Vicky Sampson and the Muffinz. We were proud to host
these big artists here at Freedom Park and our popularity in terms of hosting big musical concerts
has soared.

The aesthetic beauty and tranquillity of the Park adds to the attraction of people and organisations
wanting to host events and concerts here. We can only hope that New Year sees a surge of these
kind of commercial events taking place here, adding to the awareness of the Park but also the
economic factor.

Significantly Freedom Park stands as an icon of freedom and humanity, and one f the most
revered and admired statesman in the world was own Patron-in-Chief Nelson Mandela. A Peace
Walk was held in honour of Madiba on his 8th death anniversary. As we walked in the rain we
remembered Madiba, from prisoner to president and that he set South Africa on a course towards
reconciliation. He restored dignity to the black majority and reassured whites that they had nothing
to fear from change. What an honour it was for us to be part of this Peace Walk and how
privileged we are.

We were equally ecstatic that Freedom Park hosted the Heritage Week Dubai Expo along with key
heritage sites. As the event was livestreamed to the South African pavilion and vice versa; we
showcased to the world that South Africa is home to at least ten UNESCO World Heritage Sites,
testifying to its wonderful variety across the board of cultural, historical, and natural treasures as
well as our national heritage sites and monuments.

I would like to wish you well over this Festive Season, travel safe and adhere to all 
Covid-19 regulations. 
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Lest we Forget! - Oliver Tambo 27 October 1917 Remembering Val Bojé

27 October is a significant day in our history. We commemorate the life of one of our
respected leaders and founding father of our democratic South Africa.

“A mind whose thoughts have opened the doors to our liberty had ceased to function.
A heart whose dreams gave hope to the despised has for ever lost its beat. The
gentle voice who’s measured words of reason shook the thrones of tyrants has been
silenced”. Nelson Mandela

Oliver Tambo's ideas live on in our constitution, in the democratic and cooperative
values of the African National Congress and in its vision for a just, inclusive and
equitable society. At a time when we are introspecting and preparing for the next
phase of our history, it is important to reflect on our heritage and pay tribute to Oliver
Tambo, revolutionary thinker, humanist and mentor.

One of his greatest quotes: “It is our responsibility to break down barriers of division
and create a country where there will be neither whites nor blacks, just South
Africans, free and united in diversity”.

While the phrase is very lightly used nowadays, I have no doubt that with the passing of
Ms Val Bojé, we can with confidence and a heavy heart say, an era has ended. She was
the former editor of the Pretoria News and Chairperson of the National Press Club. Val
was a South African media stalwart who will be remembered for her total dedication and
commitment to her craft. But more than that we have lost a treasure in Val Bojé. She
ably and diligently kept the community informed for more than 40 years.

We remember her here at Freedom Park with the fondest memories, Val was indeed a
friend and passionate ambassador for Freedom Park, and found every opportunity to
promote the organisation, always willing to insert the Opinion Pieces that we had written
and finding ways to optimise the awareness of the Park. She attended many of our
events and made sure that our publicity around those events was given the priority that it
deserved.

On behalf of the CEO, Council, Management and Staff of Freedom Park, our deepest
condolence to her family, friends, National Press Club and Pretoria News. You will be
sadly missed!
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DUBAI EXPO 2020 Heritage Week Dubai 2020 Expo -
"Connecting Minds and Creating the Future via 

Sustainability, Mobility, and Opportunity”

The Department of Sport, Arts and Culture launched the digital integrated Heritage week

Dubai Expo exhibition on October 11, 2021, at the Freedom Park. This was followed on the
programme by a discussion discourse and concluded with a magnificent performance by
South African legend Wouter Kellerman streamed live from Dubai.

Presentations by the CEOs of key heritage institutions took place with a storytelling
performance by Freedom Park storyteller Ms Bongiswa Kotta Ramushwana. This was
livestreamed to the South African pavilion and vice versa as we showcased to the world
that South Africa is home to at least ten UNESCO World Heritage Sites, testifying to its
wonderful variety across the board of cultural, historical, and natural treasures as well as
our national heritage sites and monuments. We are a treasure trove of diversity, and the
world will get to see this! Think “South Africa, think Opportunity!

The week-long Heritage integrated programme was a virtual journey for the South African

community and a physical journey for Dubai expo visitors, providing an interactive
exploration of South African history and heritage through some of the country's key national
heritage sites, and demonstrating how each of these sites has contributed to the shared
humanity and the shared past.
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We are delighted to announce that the South African Gallery of Legends and Mamelodi
Sundown’s hosted a Colour Fun Walk here at Freedom Park.

It was a fun filled day with scores of excited children happy to meet with their soccer
idols Mamelodi Sundowns.

People arrived in white T-shirts and as they walked were showered with colourful
powder. Most had not even visited Freedom Park and were thrilled to part of the Walk.
It was a time for selfies, Instagram as they walked through the scenic boardwalk while
experiencing the panoramic view of the city. After the Walk they got to meet some of
their favorite football stars.

COLOUR WALK



October is Transport Month, and this is intended to raise awareness around safe
transport measures. The theme for 2021 is 'Together we move South Africa Forward'.

One of the key objectives is observing and advancing South Africa’s road safety
initiatives. One such initiative is the collaboration of the City of Tshwane, Salvokop
Community and Freedom Park as they launched the Salvokop Youth Cycle Race
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Salvokop Youth Cycle Race 

The Embassy of Argentina in South Africa, together with Freedom Park in Pretoria
organized a Cultural Programme on Memory, Truth and Justice taking place from 27 to
29 October.
The Programme, included film screenings, poetry reading, story-telling and a
photographic exhibition that aims to shed light on the importance of Memory, Truth and
Justice in Argentina, after the State terrorism the country suffered between 1976 and
1983.

Mr. Claudio Perez Paladino, Ambassador designate of Argentina to South Africa said at
the opening of the Programme that besides sharing experiences and practices
between the two countries, the Programme is also organized to support the candidacy
of the ESMA Memory Site Museum – Former Clandestine Center of Detention, Torture
and Extermination to be declared a UNESCO’s World Heritage Site.

International Solidarity 
ARGENTINIAN CULTURAL LAUNCH



STORYTELLING GRADUATION DIALOGUE WITH THE NATION
NATIONAL PRAYER SERVICE 

Freedom Park in collaboration with the City of Tshwane, UNISA and PANSALB hosted
the Storytelling Graduation Ceremony for the participants who have attended a 10-day
training course at Freedom Park.

As the institution tasked with overseeing peace building, reconciliation, and national
unity, Freedom Park remains the fulcrum around which events of national interest are
granted the honour which they deserve in the public sphere. In line with this
programme, Freedom Park together with the United African Apostolic Church hosted a
National Prayer Service for the upcoming elections.

The United African Apostolic Church has observed that with every election there is a
tremendous amount of uncertainty emanating from the emotive nature of political
processes and outcomes.

Noting South Africa’s volatile political landscape, elections are always accompanied
by tragic events in some parts of the country. The focus of this National Prayer
Service at Freedom Park was to combine prayers and a social awareness programme
that would foster peace, nation building and social cohesion but also to provide a
spiritual facet to the upcoming elections and the nation at large.
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MAYATULA CENTENARY LECTURE

Freedom Park together with the Mayatula Foundation partnered together to celebrate
the 3rd Annual Memorial Lecture in celebration of the late Bishop Mashwabada
Mayatula who turned 100 years in November. Bishop Mayatula was one of the
founding members of the South African Student Organisation(SASO) and the first
interim President of the Black Peoples Convention(BPC) in 1972.
.
The partnership is to honour and commemorate the contribution of Bishop Mayatula’s

contribution to the struggle in our country and advocating the principles he stood for
as enshrined in our constitution that of human rights, justice, equality, freedom, non-
racialism as well as the values of Ubuntu, selflessness, and ethical leadership. One of
the primary reasons for the establishment of the Foundation in 2019 is to educate the
learners of Soweto on June 16 uprisings and never forget the selflessness and
courage of the youth of 1976.
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Events calendar 
WELLNESS DAY - PICS

Guaranteed to inspire, educate, and engage you. This Wellness Day was a much-
needed break–and a great way to start off the New Year.
We learnt about our own health in a relaxed environment. This was a convenient way
to offer testing, resources, and education that one may need to assess our health that
you may not get on your own time. There were other activities that boosted our fitness
regime like massages and aerobic activities. All in all it was a great day.
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REMEMBERING FIDEL CASTRO

5th death anniversary of Fidel Castro’s wreath-laying ceremony here at Freedom Park.

Castro's solidarity with the anti-apartheid movement will never be forgotten. He was a
source of inspiration and courage for all those who value and fought for freedom. In
Castro, activists found a leader willing to share the flaming rhetoric as well as practical
guidance to freedom at a time when Africa had few political allies. Those liberation leaders
became the founding fathers of modern Africa, and they never forgot Cuba’s help.

His death was a loss not limited to Cuba or a particular ideology, but to the oppressed and
stood up to every attempt at stifling the voice of freedom. His contribution and unflinching
support for South Africa’s cause on various fora will always remain deeply etched in the
minds and hearts of the South African people.
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MANDELA PEACE WALK

Eight years ago, the world fell into instant mourning following the death of former President
Nelson Mandela. On this eighth anniversary of the late Nelson Mandela, many continue
pay tribute to his life, his legacy, and the contribution he made, not only to South Africa, but
to mankind. As our former Patron-In-Chief; Freedom Park will honour our former President
with a Peace Walk.

As we walked, we asked South Africans to continue to strive to emulate the ideals that 
Madiba stood for; the intended Peace Walk will honour Madiba by asking all South 
Africans from all walks of life to pledge to increase their efforts to reach out towards one 
another in peace, understanding and tolerance.

CEO LUNCH AND FAREWELL TO HOD MR MAKHURA 

The Lunch with the CEO on the 8th of December 2021, was no ordinary one as the
CEO acknowledged and recognised the H/K Hod Mr Tlou Makhura Retirement
Farewell.
This Lunch will serve as a reminder of the institutional memory that he leaves behind.
Employees are the biggest assets of any organization. The ones who have been
associated with us for a long time are the most important and cherishable ones.
Join us for this very nostalgic and poignant moment in Freedom Park as we bid
Farewell to Mr Makhura and bid him a genuine and heartfelt 'Thank You' for his
unwavering loyalty and celebrate his milestones here at Freedom Park.
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We are honoured and
delighted to host the
Tribute to SA Music
Heroes, there is no
befitting place other
than Freedom Park as
we pay homage to our
legends whose demise
has left a huge void in
the entertainment
industry

The easing of the
Covid-19 restrictions
sees the return of
Tribute to SA Music
Heroes. The annual
event previously hosted
in Moretele Park
brought music lovers
together for a night of
epic jazz, afro-soul and
soul music. This year,
the line-up included
music superstars such
as Lira, Thandiswa
Mazwai, Salaelo
Selota, Jimmy Dludlu,
Zahara and the Fallen
Heroes band, as they
pay tribute to music
legends who have
passed on such as
Brenda Fassie, Miriam
Makeba, Hugh
Masekela, Busi
Mhlongo and Tsepo
Tshola.

TRIBUTE TO SA MUSIC HEROES

We were ecstatic to announce that Freedom Park presented its Annual Ubuntu
Festival.

Set to become the Signature event in Tshwane and Gauteng, our Ubuntu Festival
celebrates our oneness as a Nation. This Festival is designed to bring back the
cohesiveness in our society. A time to reconcile and increase our efforts to reach out
towards one another in peace, understanding and tolerance. It will offer ordinary
South Africans a way of expressing commitment, drawing inspiration and courage
from our rich history through music.

As we end the year, we mindful of the significance that this entails- this Festival
brought the joy of the festive season amidst all the sorrow and challenges of the
pandemic.

UBUNTU FESTIVAL
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The Day of Reconciliation acts as a catalyst for reconciliation and nation building. Our first
democratically elected South African President and the Patron-in-chief of Freedom Park, Dr
Nelson Mandela, captured the essence of this day in his address on Nation Reconciliation
Day, 16 December 1995: “There are few countries which dedicate a national public holiday to
reconciliation. But then there are few nations with our history of enforced division, oppression
and sustained conflict. And fewer still, which have undergone such a remarkable transition to
reclaim their humanity . . . This Day of Reconciliation celebrates the progress we have made;
it reaffirms our commitment; and it measures the challenges.”

As an institution tasked with promoting reconciliation, social cohesion and nation building,
Freedom Park together with the Department of Military Veterans will commemorate MK’s 60th
Anniversary Celebration. The celebration will recognize those comrades, citizens of different
nationalities from outside of our borders, from neighbouring countries, from our continent and
from the wider world who participated in and supported MK through their actions always in
danger and often at great personal cost. An important part of the celebrations will be to
contextualise the formation of MK in 1961 during the period of liberation of many countries of
our continent from the shackles of colonialism.

DECEMBER 16 – THE DAY OF RECONCILIATION MK’s 
60th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION As an institution tasked with promoting reconciliation, social cohesion and nation

building, Freedom Park together with the Department of Military Veterans will
commemorate MK’s 60th Anniversary Celebration. The celebration will recognize
those comrades, citizens of different nationalities from outside of our borders, from
neighbouring countries, from our continent and from the wider world who participated
in and supported MK through their actions always in danger and often at great
personal cost. An important part of the celebrations will be to contextualise the
formation of MK in 1961 during the period of liberation of many countries of our
continent from the shackles of colonialism.
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Stay Safe and a Blessed Festive Season!

Visit Freedom Park 
Adults: R65  |  Child/ Student: R45  |  International: R150

Download our mobile app on your mobile device 
And keep up to date with what is happening at Freedom Park!


